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made by the Crown on the advice of the Prime Minister, Lord Chan-
cellor and other Ministers, The Queen and her Consort, and all the
members of the Royal Family, play a leading part in the ceremonies
of public life and the social life of the nation. Visits and short tours
of residence in Commonwealth countries are becoming a normal
part of the life of the Royal Family,1 Finally and perhaps most
important of all, the Queen is the constitutional and personal link
that binds together the British Commonwealth of Nations; to her is
owed allegiance by their peoples except in the case of the Republic
of India.2

Private             The Sovereign may hold private property in a personal capacity,

Property. Ctgt the Sandringham estate in Norfolk, Such property, unlike Crown
property,3 is liable to taxes and rates, but in a personal capacity the
Sovereign cannot be sued4 or prosecuted.

B.
The Queen in Council.5
The King was formerly the sole repository, in theory of law, of
executive power, which he executed by and with the advice of his
Privy Council. Despite the many powers conferred by modern
statutes on individual Ministers, the Qrder in Council remains a
principal method of giving the force of law to acts of the Govern-
ment. It has been seen that to-day the Queen executes a large number
of documents, under her own hand or a facsimile thereof. But the
Order in Council is the document in general use for giving effect to
the more important executive orders. A Royal Proclamation is
issued when it is desired to give wide publicity to the action of the
Queen in Council, as for the purpose of dissolving a Parlianynt and
summoning its successor. Nowadays QfjjffiFfij fa ^giffi^l are ap-
proved by the Sovereign at a meeting of the Council to which only
1  Appendix C includes specimens of some documents which require the royal
signature. For a fuller account of the functions of the Sovereign, see Nicolson,
George V. (passim); Bagehot, The English Constitution (Clarendon Press), Chaps*
II., HI.; Jennings, Cabinet Government^ Chaps. II, and XL; Sir Sidney Low, The
Governance of England (Fisher Unwin), Chap. XIV.
2  Part X,, Chap. 3, D. Pakistan has resolved to adopt a republican forai of
government.
8 P. Impost,
4 Crown Proceedings Act, 1947, $. 40 (1). Some writers suggest that a petition
of right (p. 332, post) could still lie against the Queen in her personal capacity,
eg, O, Hood Phillips, Constitutional Law, p. 402 (Sweet and Maxwell).
a See Baldwin, The King's Council in the Middle Ages (Clarendon Press), and
Dicey, The Privy Council (Arnold Prize Essay) (Macmilian), for historical
accounts of the Privy Council.